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Frequently Asked Questions
Question: Why is the study being done?

Answer: The Washington Street corridor has a num-
ber of issues that the Grand Forks-East Grand Forks 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (GF-EGFMPO), 
City of Grand Forks and the North Dakota Department 
of Transportation (NDDOT) would like to address 
with future improvement projects. The Washington 
Street/Demers Avenue intersection experiences sig-
nificant congestion, raising safety concerns. As traffic 
continues to grow, the congestion is expected to de-
teriorate further. Additionally, the railroad underpass 
and associated retaining walls on Washington Street 
restrict the ability to reduce congestion. The railroad 
underpass and roadway pavement are ageing and will 
be evaluated to determine rehabilitation or replace-
ment options. Modern transportation facilities aim 
to accommodate all modes of travel including autos, 
trucks, busses, bicycles, wheelchairs and pedestri-

ans. Public facilities such as streets must also meet 
federal accessibility guidelines through the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Safety issues in-
clude driveway locations, street intersections that are 
skewed or don’t line up, traffic signals and signing. 
All these must be considered to reduce congestion 
and crashes while maintaining reasonable access to 
adjacent properties. The corridor study objective is 
to determine an overall corridor improvement plan so 
that the GF-EGFMPO, NDDOT and City can budget 
for any future improvements.
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Question: What does it mean to be ADA accessible 
and how does that relate to this study?

Answer: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
gives civil rights protections to individuals with disabili-
ties similar to those provided to individuals on the basis 
of race, color, sex, national origin, age, and religion. It 
guarantees equal opportunity for individuals with dis-
abilities in public accommodations, employment, trans-
portation, state and local government services and 
telecommunications. For the Washington Street corri-
dor study, the ADA applies to pedestrian accessibility 
along sidewalks, cross walks and curb ramps, traffic 
signals, bus stops and parking areas. For example, 
ADA requires that sidewalks not be too steep, and be 
wide enough for wheelchair users. The steepness of a 
sidewalk includes the direction of travel as well as the 
side slope. When sidewalks are located alongside the 
curb of a road, the sidewalks may cross a sloped area 
of the driveway apron. ADA requires the sidewalk side 
slope be flatter than most driveway aprons. Potential 
solutions include moving sidewalks behind the sloped 
driveway apron, or flattening the driveway slope. Oth-
er ADA requirements include specific design of curb 
ramps, locating cross-walk pushbuttons where they 
can be reached from a wheelchair, and eliminating ob-
stacles in the sidewalk that could block a wheelchair or 
trip pedestrians. The ADA requirements will be consid-
ered in the development of any improvement alterna-
tives for the Washington Street corridor.

Question: Wasn’t this area just studied several 
years ago…why another study?

Answer: As part of the Long Range Transportation 
Plan, a study of the Washington Street/Demers Ave-
nue intersection was completed in 2007. However, that 
study only identified possible geometric alternatives 
to the intersection to address congestion. That study 
did not detail improvements to the remaining corridor 
study area, the railroad underpass; or the impacts and 
possible mitigation of the intersection alternatives. The 
current Washington Street Corridor Study will conduct 
a more detailed analysis of alternatives and informa-
tion from the 2007 study, while considering new data 
and additional alternatives to develop a comprehensive 
recommendation for the entire study area.

Question:  Who is doing the study and who will make 
the decisions?

Answer: The study is sponsored by the GF-EGFMPO. A 
consulting team has been hired to complete the study, 
consisting of Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson, Inc (KL&J), 
Advance Engineering and Environmental Solutions 
(AE2S) and Braun Intertec. The draft and final corridor 
study reports will be presented to the Grand Forks City 
Council and NDDOT for consideration, and to the GF-
EGFMPO after City of Grand Forks and NDDOT com-
ments have been addressed. 

Question: What happens after this study is com-
pleted?

Answer: Once the final study has been accepted, it 
becomes part of the official long range transportation 
plan and is used to guide future decision making. The 
next step after the study is completed is to secure fund-
ing for any recommended improvements. Once funding 
is secured, future decisions by GF-EGFMPO, City of 
Grand Forks and NDDOT would be required for future 
activities such as environmental impacts and clear-
ances, funding responsibilities, approval of final design 
plans, and decisions to award construction bids. Ad-
ditional opportunities for public input are typically pro-
vided with  those future activities.

Question: What are the project limits for the Wash-
ington Street Corridor Study?

Answer: The study area includes Washington Street 
from 17th Avenue South to 8th Avenue North.

Question: When will the study be completed?

Answer: A draft Washington Street Corridor Study 
Report is anticipated to be presented to the public in 
August/September 2011, with a final report scheduled 
to be complete by December 2011.

Project Schedule
Milestone Activity Milestone Schedule
Notice to Proceed January 13, 2011

Kick-off Meeting February 9, 2011

Field Reconnaissance 4th week in February 2011

Steering Committee Meeting #1 4th week in April 2011

Public Input Meeting #1 1st week in May 2011

Steering Committee Meeting #2 4th week in May 2011

Public Input Meeting #2 2nd week in June 2011

Steering Committee Meeting #3 2nd week in July 2011

Public Input Meeting #3 4th week in July 2011

Steering Committee Meeting #4 2nd week in August 2011

Public Input Meeting #4 4th week in August 2011

Draft Submittal September 26, 2011

GF City Council Presentation 2nd week in October 2011

Final Report November 23, 2011





Question: Will the public have any input during the 
course of the study?

Answer: Yes. The public is welcome to attend several 
public input meetings, with additional public meetings 
involving the Grand Forks City Council, Grand Forks 
Planning and Zoning Commission and GF-EGFMPO. 
Project updates will be provided on the GF-EGFMPO 
website  www.theforksmpo.org throughout study dura-
tion. As the study progresses, the study team will also 
be meeting face-to-face with individual businesses 
along Washington Street.  

Question: Will this study result in any construction 
on Washington Street; and if so, when?

Answer: Possibly. The study will provide design al-
ternatives as well as cost estimates to plan for future 
improvements to Washington Street. At this time, 
GF-EGFMPO, City of Grand Forks and NDDOT are 
awaiting the corridor study results before considering 
a possible improvement project schedule, if federal 
transportation construction funding can be identified.

Question: How will this affect my taxes?

Answer: It is currently unknown how any recommen-
dations of the study may affect taxes, since no funding 
sources have been secured at this time. The corridor 
study will identify cost estimates and potential funding 
sources for any recommended future improvements. 
However, future local funding capacity for a future 
improvement may not be known at completion of the 
Corridor Study. GF-EGFMPO, City of Grand Forks  
and NDDOT will use the corridor study to 
plan ahead in budgeting for any future im-
provements. At this time it is unknown what 
funding sources would be used for future 
improvements.

Question: How do I get updates on the corridor 
study?

Answer:  Corridor study updates will be provided 
on the GF-EGFMPO website www.theforksmpo.org 
throughout the duration of the study. Public meeting 
notices will be advertised in the Grand Forks Herald 
two weeks prior to any public meeting. Post cards will 
be mailed to addresses within the corridor study area.  

Question: How do I submit comments on the study?

Answer: You can email comments to the project man-
ager at jon.markusen@kljeng.com; or mail comments 
to Jon Markusen c/o Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson Inc., 
2750 Gateway Drive Suite F, Grand Forks, ND 58203. 
For inquiries, please call Jon Markusen at 701-775-
1109.


