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RECOMMENDED ACTION

Recommends approve applications as projects are in
accordance to the 2045 Bike and Pedestrian Element
and give high priority ranking in each respective
year.

Matter of the Submission of Transportation Alternative Application,
FY 2020, FY 2021
Shared Use Path

Shared Use Path

S Columbia Rd
(40th Ave S to 47th Ave S)

University Ave
(Mobile Home Park to N 48th St)

© City of Grand Forks, Dept. Engineering
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FY
2020

2021

Type of
Facility
Shared Use
Path

Segment

From

To

Length/Ft

Estimated
Cost

S Columbia
Road

40th Ave. S

47th Ave.
S

2,450
0.46 mile

$459,000

Shared Use
Path

University
Avenue

Mobile
Home Park
Entrance

N 48th St.

1,850
0.35 mile

$412,000

BACKGROUND:
The City of Grand Forks Engineering Department is seeking funding from the Transportation
Alternative Program to support the construction and maintenance of two Shared Use Path
initiatives:
a) S Columbia Rd (40th Ave S to 47th Ave S, and
b) University Ave (Mobile Home Park to N 48th St)
The Transportation Alternatives (TA) is a federally funded and competitive program. The TA
Program makes funds available for smaller-scale transportation projects such as pedestrian and
bicycle facilities, recreational trails, safe routes to school projects, community improvements such
as historic preservation and vegetation management, and environmental mitigation related to
storm-water and habitat connectivity. The program assists transportation projects to achieve
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:
The Bicycle and Pedestrian Element of the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan includes a
number of “Off-Road Bicycle & Pedestrian Projects” scheduled for “short-term” implementation.
These two initiatives are featured in the Element. A highlight of each project includes:


Shared-use Path University Ave from Trailer Park to N 48th St.

Creates a safer walking and bicycling environment for school children, commuters, and
recreational users
Transportation disadvantaged individuals living in the surrounding area, are restricted to either
riding or walking on the street or on the sidewalk. University Ave provides one of the few
locations where pedestrians and bicyclists can safely cross I-29.
Highlights:
•
•
•
•

Demonstrates incorporation of appropriate traffic control devices
Decreases fuel consumption
Addresses last segment/link of corridor
Enhances the public safety for non-motorized users



Shared-use Path S Columbia Road from 40th Ave. S to 47th Ave. S.

Provides the first phase of bicycle and pedestrian accommodation at the intersection of
S Columbia Rd and 47th Ave S
Creates a safer walking and bicycling environment for school children, commuters and recreational
users
Each project has been developed in accordance to the Goals and Objectives outlined in the adopted
Bicycle and Pedestrian Element of the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.
Highlights:
•
•
•
•
•

Enhances accessibility and mobility for non-motorized users
Enhances safe route to school route
Demonstrates incorporation of appropriate traffic control devices
Reduces points of conflict
Enhances the public safety of non-motorized users

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Element supports the design, construction and maintenance of bicycle
and pedestrian initiatives that:




Improve user’s safety and comfort
Increase the existing pedestrian network and bicycle system
Enhance pedestrian network’s accessibility & connectivity

These two projects, as submitted by the City of Grand Forks, support the objectives outlined
previously. In addition, the projects contribute to closing of existing network gaps.
The Bicycle and Pedestrian Element (currently under consideration) states that “Closing gaps in
proximity to schools helps to expand walking and bicycling travel opportunities in some
neighborhoods without eliminating the car. Closing existing gaps in the bicycle network by using
existing street corridors could potentially help to reduce travel distances, provide direct access to
and increase the number of all-seasons Greenway user’s in their quest to reach and enjoy the trails
network, one of our greatest community assets. In addition, closing gaps is an important step in
linking transit to pedestrian and bicycle network opportunities.
Gaps affect continuity of bicycle facilities and disturb any existing connectivity between
pedestrian and bicycle facilities and neighborhood transit stops.” These projects are in accordance
to the Bicycle and Pedestrian Element. Supporting letters received: Safe Kids Grand Forks, GF
Public Schools, GF Parks District & The Bicycle, Pedestrian & Greenway Advisory Committee
SUPPORT MATERIALS:
TA Application for FY 2020-FY 2021.

2020 APPLICATION FOR PROPOSED PROJECT
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES
North Dakota Department of Transportation, Local Government

S Columbia Rd (40th Ave S to 47th Ave S)
Figure #1
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1.

PROJECT NAME
S Columbia Rd Shared Use Path

2.

PROJECT LOCATION
Grand Forks, ND {T151N R50W Sec. 20}; Beginning at the intersection of S
Columbia Rd and 40th Ave S, South to 47th Ave S

3.

REQUESTED BY
The City of Grand Forks

4.

CONTACT PERSON
Allen R. Grasser, PE
255 N. 4th St., P.O. Box 5200
Grand Forks, ND 58206
(701)746-2640
agrasser@grandforksgov.com

5.

PROJECT SPONSOR
The City of Grand Forks
A City over 5,000 population

6.

SPONSORING OFFICIAL
Mayor Michael R. Brown
255 N. 4th St., Box 5200
Grand Forks, ND 58206
(701)746-2607

7.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The proposed project would construct a shared-use path beginning at the existing
shared use path at the intersection of S Columbia Rd and 40th Ave S and
extending to the south to 47th Ave S connecting to the recently constructed
shared-use path at the intersection of S Columbia Rd and 47th Ave S. The path
would most likely be located on the west side of S Columbia Rd within the
existing right-of-way and easements.
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S Columbia Rd is classified as a principal arterial street, is on the National
Highway System (NHS) and has a posted speed limit of 40mph. Based on the
2015 NDDOT counts, 47th Ave S sees between 5,650 vehicles per day. Based on
the Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 2040 Long Range Transportation Plan,
this segment of S Columbia Rd is anticipated to have between 14,600 to 18,000
vehicles per day in 2040. Currently there are no sidewalks or paths on either side
of S Columbia Rd in this segment of street.
The areas on either side of Columbia Rd between 40th Ave S and 47th Ave S are at
some stage of development. The residential area surrounding Discovery
Elementary School has grown continuously since the school’s completion.
In meeting the transportation needs of this area in 2017 S Columbia Rd from 40th
Ave S to 47th Ave S was reconstructed from a 2 lane rural section to a 4 lane
urban section including a traffic signal at the intersection of Columbia and 47th
Ave S. In 2018 47th Ave S from S 20th St to S Columbia Rd was reconstructed and
as either side was already developed a shared use path was installed from S 20th St
to S Columbia Rd. The construction of the shared use path along S Columbia Rd
was postponed until after the area fronting S Columbia Rd was developed to
prevent unnecessary realignments and removals for access onto S Columbia Rd.
As the residential areas continue to develop, bicyclists and pedestrians will desire
a more direct route to reach their destinations. This will likely include bicycle and
pedestrian accommodations along S Columbia Rd. The proposed path will act as
one component for more direct access for students south east of the intersection of
S Columbia Rd and 47th Ave S to access Discovery Elementary School as well as
students who live north west of S Columbia Rd and 47th Ave S a more direct
access to South Middle School. In addition to more direct school access for the
developing community, the proposed path will also provide improved access to
Ulland Softball Complex, Kings Walk Golf Course, and the Choice Health and
Fitness Center. In addition to the nearby schools and recreational facilities, Cities
Area Transit (CAT) has route 11 which has a bus stop located at S Columbia Rd
and 38th Ave S and route 10 which has a bus stop at 47th Ave S and S 20th St. All
buses operated by CAT have bike racks mounted on the front of the bus for
individuals riding their bike and desiring to use the transit system.
Figure #1 gives an aerial look at the surrounding bicycle/pedestrian
accommodations, Discovery Elementary School, South Middle School, Ulland
Softball Complex, Kings Walk Golf Course, and Choice Health and Fitness
Center. In addition to providing improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities, the
proposed path would provide:
a. Provide the first phase of bicycle and pedestrian accommodations to the
intersection of S Columbia Rd and 47th Ave S.
b. Creates a safer walking and bicycling environment for school children,
commuters and recreational users.
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c. Provides a direct trail facility to connect the developing residential areas to
the existing recreational facilities.
d. Another segment of the overall bikepath network for the City.
Improvements included in this path would be the following:
a. 5-inch thick, 10-foot wide concrete path (will accommodate the occasional
maintenance vehicle)
b. Centerline reinforcing on 5-foot spacing (to inhibit longitudinal joint
deflection)
c. Sawed joints (as requested by local ADA advocacy groups for other
projects, to provide a smoother ride for wheelchairs and in-line skaters)
8.

PROJECT COST
Total Estimate
Ineligible costs (Easements, Testing, etc.)
Total-Project Federal-Aid Eligible Estimate
(see attached detailed estimate)

9.

= $452,000
= $7,000
= $459,000

WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE ELIGIBLE UNDER TAP?
A: Construction of on-road and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists,
and other non-motorized forms of transportation, including sidewalks, bicycle
infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic calming techniques, lighting
and other safety related infrastructure, and transportation projects to achieve
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
B: Construction of infrastructure related projects that will substantially improve
the ability of students to walk and bicycle to school.
C: Construction of infrastructure related projects and systems that will provide
safe routes for non-drivers, including children, older adults, and individuals with
disabilities to access daily needs.
H: Safe Routes to School projects including sidewalk improvements, traffic
calming and speed reduction improvements, and pedestrian and bicycle crossing
improvements.

10.

SUPPORTING DATA
1. Is this project part of an identified tourism, recreational or
transportation plan and if so explain?
This location is identified in the Grand Forks – East Grand Forks MPO
Existing and Planned Bikeway Network as a shared use path.
2. Is your project tied to another project? If so, please explain.
No.

S:\7818 2019-2023 TIP-TAP-HSIP-SRF\Transportation Alternatives\Potential Projects\01 S Columbia Rd (40th Ave S to 47th Ave
S)\2020 TA 1 APPLICATION S Columbia Rd (40th Ave S-47th Ave S).doc

5
3. How does your project fit with similar projects in your community and/or
region?
This shared-use path is consistent with the type of path constructed and the
method of installing shared-use path to new developments and areas to serve
them through alternate transportation means.
4. Provide documentation of support, if any, from the general public, other
groups, and organizations. Attach documentation from all those affirming
this support.
The Bicycle, Pedestrian and Greenway User Advisory Group, Safe Kids
Grand Forks, Grand Forks Park District, Grand Forks School District, City of
Grand Forks City Council, and GF/EGF MPO
11.

PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY
City of Grand Forks

12.

MATCHING FUNDS PROVIDED BY
City of Grand Forks

13.

RIGHT OF WAY FOR THIS PROJECT WILL BE PROVIDED BY
City of Grand Forks

14.

MAINTENANCE OF THIS PROJECT WILL BE PROVIDED BY
City of Grand Forks

15.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
a. Land Use – The proposed path is located adjacent in existing City right of
way. It will provide access to the City’s developing residential areas to
existing nearby schools and recreational areas. There will be no negative
impact. The construction of this project is expected to have an overall
positive impact on the environmental and local economic setting.
b. Farmland – no farmland will be taken as a result of this project.
c. Social Impacts – This will have a positive impact by providing residents,
with a path encouraging bicycling and walking to school, work and for
recreation.
d. Economic – This path provides a direct connection from existing bike/ped
infrastructure to the nearby schools and bus stops thereby creating easier
access for anyone commuting into this area.
e. Relocation – none.
f. Wetlands –none.
g. Flood Plain – N/A
h. Threatened or endangered species – the proposed project is on previously
disturbed land in a developed area. This area is regularly mowed and is not
anticipated to provide a habitat for any threatened or endangered species.
i. Cultural Resources – N/A
j. Hazardous Waste – N/A
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TIP SCORING SHEETS
Transportation Alternatives SCORING
MPO SCORING SHEET FOR EACH PROJECT
Project
Number

Category 1

Project
Name

0=No
1=Yes

Shared Use Path
S Columbia Rd
40th Ave S to 47th Ave S

Accessibility and Mobility

Increase the accessibility and mobility options to people and freight.

Assign score
0 or 1

A Provides acceptable LOS for facility as recommended in LRTP

0

B Enhances accessibility and mobility for non-motorized users

1
0

C Implements recommendations in ADA ROW transition plans
Category 2

Environmental/Energy/QOL

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation,and improve quality of
life.

A Implements context sensitive solutions
B Address EJ analysis process

Assign score
0 or 1
0

C Decreases fuel consumption

0
1

D Advoids or minimize impacts to wetlands or other natural habitats

1

E Seeks to control sun-off pollution

1

Category 3

Integration and Connectivity

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system across and between
modes for people and freight.

A Project includes signage techniques to help users travel

Assign score
0 or 1
0

B Maximize direct travel trips between major generators

0

C Address last segment/link of corridor

1

D Improves the integration/connectivity of whole transportation system

1

Category 4

Efficient System Management

Promote efficient system management and operation.

A Project sponsor has specific budget for maintenance

Assign score
0 or 1
1

B Demonstrates commitment to year round maintenenace

1

C Includes specific evaluation method to provide a measurement of effectiveness

0

Page 1 of 2

TIP SCORING SHEETS
Transportation Alternatives SCORING
MPO SCORING SHEET FOR EACH PROJECT
Project
Number

Category 5

Project
Name

0=No
1=Yes

Shared Use Path
S Columbia Rd
40th Ave S to 47th Ave S

System Preservation

Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system.

A Uses existing infrastructure instead of building brand new infrastructure

Assign score
0 or 1
0

B Emphasizes system rehabilitation rather than expansion

0

C Incorporates new technologies

0

D Aquire/utilizes railroad ROW of other existing ROW

1

Category 6

Safety

Increase safety of the transportation system for motorized and nonmotorized uses.

Assign score
0 or 1

A Rprovide safety education components

0

B Enhances safe route to school route

1

C Demonstrates incorporation of appropriate traffic control devices

1

D Reduces points of conflict

1

E Enhances the public safety of non-motorized users

1

Category 7

Local/Regional Factors

Assign score
0 or 1
1
A Conformance withLRTP, corridor studies, school safety studies of MPO docume

Factors of local or regional importance

B Demonstrates analysis of porject risk in implementation

1

C Provides benefit for multiple jurisdictions

0

D Advances smart growth objectives

1

E Project provides landscaping/streetscaping or similar amenities

0

F Aquire/enhances scenic/historic properties

0

G Project provides a connection to transit facilities of transit stops

0
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2021 APPLICATION FOR PROPOSED PROJECT
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES
North Dakota Department of Transportation, Local Government

University Ave Shared Use Path (Mobile Home Park to N 48th St)
Figure #1

2
1.

PROJECT NAME
University Ave Shared Use Path

2.

PROJECT LOCATION
Grand Forks, ND {T151N R50W Sec. 6}; Beginning at the entrance to Park
Manor Mobile Home Park, East to N 48th St along University Ave

3.

REQUESTED BY
The City of Grand Forks

4.

CONTACT PERSON
Allen R. Grasser, PE
255 N. 4th St., P.O. Box 5200
Grand Forks, ND 58206
(701)746-2640
agrasser@grandforksgov.com

5.

PROJECT SPONSOR
The City of Grand Forks
A City over 5,000 population

6.

SPONSORING OFFICIAL
Mayor Michael R. Brown
255 N. 4th St., Box 5200
Grand Forks, ND 58206
(701)746-2607

7.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The proposed project would construct a shared-use path connecting two existing
shared use paths together and completing a loop of shared use paths. The
proposed path would begin at University Ave and the entrance to Park Manor
Mobile Home Park and extending to the east to the existing shared use path at N
48th St. The path would most likely be located on the north side of University Ave
within the existing right-of-way.
This section of University Ave is immediately adjacent to the Park Manor Mobile
Home Park, and Jaycees Park. This segment of University Ave sees Cities Area
Transit (CAT) Route 8 with bus stops at N 51st St and N 48th St. All buses
operated by CAT have bike racks mounted on the front of the bus for individuals
riding their bike and using the transit system.
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University Ave has a posted speed limit of 25 mph. Based on the 2015 NDDOT
counts, University Ave sees between 1,353 and 3,548 vehicles per day.
Individuals living in the surrounding area who are transportation disadvantaged
are restricted to either riding or walking on the street or on the sidewalk.
University Ave provides one of the few locations where pedestrians and bicyclists
can cross I-29. A shared use path allows for multiple modes of non-motorized
transportation to coexist in the same space. This allows for individuals accessing
the nearby schools, commuting to work, or using the paths for recreation have an
equal opportunity to use the same resources whether it is for walking, bicycling,
or using other non-motorized modes of transportation.
Existing bicycle and pedestrian facilities on University Ave between N 55th St and
N 42nd St consists of a 5’ wide sidewalk on the south side of the road from N 53rd
St to N 48th St, the north side consists of a 10’ wide shared use path from N 55th
St to the entrance of Park Manor Mobile Home Park, a 5’ wide sidewalk from the
entrance to N 48th St, and a 8’ wide shared use path from N 48th St to N 42nd St.
Figure #1 gives an aerial look at the surrounding bicycle/pedestrian
accommodations, Park Manor Mobile Home Park, Jaycees Park, the high
minority and/or low income areas identified by the MPO and a portion of the
industrial park. In addition to providing improved bicycle and pedestrian
facilities, the proposed path would provide:
a. The final connection between the shared use paths, and completion of a
shared use path loop
b. Creates a safer walking and bicycling environment for school children,
commuters and recreational users
c. Provides a direct trail facility to connect the surround trails for recreational
purposes
d. Another segment of the overall bikepath network for the City
The path would start at the intersection of University Ave and the entrance to Park
Manor Mobile Home Park and continue east to the existing shared use path at the
N 48th St
Improvements included in this path would be the following:
a. 5-inch thick, 10-foot wide concrete path (will accommodate the occasional
maintenance vehicle)
b. Centerline reinforcing on 5-foot spacing (to inhibit longitudinal joint
deflection)
c. Sawed joints (as requested by local ADA advocacy groups for other
projects, to provide a smoother ride for wheelchairs and in-line skaters)
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8.

PROJECT COST
Total Estimate
Ineligible costs (Easements, Testing, etc.)
Total-Project Federal-Aid Eligible Estimate
(see attached detailed estimate)

9.

= $405,000
= $7,000
= $412,000

WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE ELIGIBLE UNDER TAP?
A: Construction of on-road and off-road trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists,
and other non-motorized forms of transportation, including sidewalks, bicycle
infrastructure, pedestrian and bicycle signals, traffic calming techniques, lighting
and other safety related infrastructure, and transportation projects to achieve
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
B: Construction of infrastructure related projects that will substantially improve
the ability of students to walk and bicycle to school.
C: Construction of infrastructure related projects and systems that will provide
safe routes for non-drivers, including children, older adults, and individuals with
disabilities to access daily needs.

10.

SUPPORTING DATA
1. Is this project part of an identified tourism, recreational or
transportation plan and if so explain?
This location is identified in the Grand Forks – East Grand Forks MPO
Existing and Planned Bikeway Network as a shared use path connection
between the existing shared use paths on University Ave.
2. Is your project tied to another project? If so, please explain.
No, this project is not tied to any other Federally funded project.
3. How does your project fit with similar projects in your community and/or
region?
This shared-use path is consistent with the type of path constructed and the
method of installing shared-use path to new developments and areas to serve
them through alternate transportation means.
4. Provide documentation of support, if any, from the general public, other
groups, and organizations. Attach documentation from all those affirming
this support.
The Bicycle, Pedestrian and Greenway User Advisory Group, Safe Kids
Grand Forks, Grand Forks Park District, Grand Forks School District, City of
Grand Forks City Council, and GF/EGF MPO

11.

PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY
City of Grand Forks
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12.

MATCHING FUNDS PROVIDED BY
City of Grand Forks

13.

RIGHT OF WAY FOR THIS PROJECT WILL BE PROVIDED BY
City of Grand Forks

14.

MAINTENANCE OF THIS PROJECT WILL BE PROVIDED BY
City of Grand Forks

15.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
a. Land Use - There will be no negative impact. It will provide improved
access to the nearby schools by providing a wider path. The construction
of this project is expected to have an overall positive impact on the
environmental and local economic setting.
b. Farmland – no farmland will be taken as a result of this project.
c. Social Impacts – This will have a positive impact by providing residents,
with a wider path encouraging bicycling and walking to school, work and
for recreation.
d. Economic – This path provides a wider connection from existing bike/ped
infrastructure to the nearby schools and bus stops thereby creating easier
access for anyone commuting into this area.
e. Relocation – none.
f. Wetlands –none.
g. Flood Plain – N/A
h. Threatened or endangered species – the proposed project is on previously
disturbed land in a developed area. This area is regularly mowed and is
anticipated to not provide a habitat for any threatened or endangered
species.
i. Cultural Resources – N/A
j. Hazardous Waste – N/A

This project is expected to reduce motor vehicle traffic within the local area of the
project. Therefore, the ultimate environmental impacts resulting from the project
should be positive. With reduction of motor vehicle traffic we expect a decrease
in noise, air, and dust pollution.
Other positive social/infrastructure benefits should also result from this project.
As usage of the shared-use path increases, we expect local roadway traffic
congestion to decrease.
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TIP SCORING SHEETS
Transportation Alternatives SCORING
MPO SCORING SHEET FOR EACH PROJECT
Project
Number

Category 1

Project
Name

0=No
1=Yes

Shared Use Path
University Ave
Mobile Home Park Entrance to N 48th St

Accessibility and Mobility

Increase the accessibility and mobility options to people and freight.

Assign score
0 or 1

A Provides acceptable LOS for facility as recommended in LRTP

0

B Enhances accessibility and mobility for non-motorized users

1
0

C Implements recommendations in ADA ROW transition plans
Category 2

Environmental/Energy/QOL

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation,and improve quality of
life.

A Implements context sensitive solutions
B Address EJ analysis process

Assign score
0 or 1
0

C Decreases fuel consumption

0
1

D Advoids or minimize impacts to wetlands or other natural habitats

1

E Seeks to control sun-off pollution

1

Category 3

Integration and Connectivity

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system across and between
modes for people and freight.

A Project includes signage techniques to help users travel

Assign score
0 or 1
0

B Maximize direct travel trips between major generators

0

C Address last segment/link of corridor

1

D Improves the integration/connectivity of whole transportation system

1

Category 4

Efficient System Management

Promote efficient system management and operation.

A Project sponsor has specific budget for maintenance

Assign score
0 or 1
1

B Demonstrates commitment to year round maintenenace

1

C Includes specific evaluation method to provide a measurement of effectiveness

0
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TIP SCORING SHEETS
Transportation Alternatives SCORING
MPO SCORING SHEET FOR EACH PROJECT
Project
Number

Category 5

Project
Name

0=No
1=Yes

Shared Use Path
University Ave
Mobile Home Park Entrance to N 48th St

System Preservation

Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system.

A Uses existing infrastructure instead of building brand new infrastructure

Assign score
0 or 1
0

B Emphasizes system rehabilitation rather than expansion

0

C Incorporates new technologies

0

D Aquire/utilizes railroad ROW of other existing ROW

1

Category 6

Safety

Increase safety of the transportation system for motorized and nonmotorized uses.

Assign score
0 or 1

A Rprovide safety education components

0

B Enhances safe route to school route

0

C Demonstrates incorporation of appropriate traffic control devices

1

D Reduces points of conflict

1

E Enhances the public safety of non-motorized users

1

Category 7

Local/Regional Factors

Assign score
0 or 1
1
A Conformance withLRTP, corridor studies, school safety studies of MPO docume

Factors of local or regional importance

B Demonstrates analysis of porject risk in implementation

1

C Provides benefit for multiple jurisdictions

1

D Advances smart growth objectives

1

E Project provides landscaping/streetscaping or similar amenities

0

F Aquire/enhances scenic/historic properties

0

G Project provides a connection to transit facilities of transit stops

0
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