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MPO Staff Report 

Technical Advisory Committee, July 10, 2019 1:30 pm 

Executive Policy Board, July 17, 2019 12:00 Noon  

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 

Action Item: Approval 

 

 
Matter of the MN 220 N Corridor Study: Final Draft Report 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The MN 220 N Corridor Study was commissioned to examine traffic operations, develop potential options to 

improve mobility, and to improve access and safety on the corridor. The study was supported by a strong public 

participation process which provided review and guidance to the study. Advanced public participation activities 

included (5) Steering Review Committee (SRC) meetings, (2) Public open houses, (2) Presentations at East 

Grand Forks Work Sessions, (1) Project dedicated website, and (1) Community Public Participation Survey 

administered to gather important feedback related to the current issues, important priorities, and improvements 

needed along the corridor. 

 

Presentations at the Steering Review and City Councilors Working Sessions provided stakeholder with 

opportunities to further identify system needs through improvements to access control, mobility, safety and 

pedestrian crossings of MN 220 N. Councilors and stakeholders were provided with an overview of the highest 

ranked and feasible alternative recommendations. These recommendations –when approved- could be included 

in the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) and considered in the future design development process.  

 

The recommended alternatives were identified at intersections (US 2/MN 220 N, 17th Street and 23rd Street), 

and two key segments (23rd Street-140th Street and 17th Street to 23rd Street). Further design discussion 

relative to consideration of roundabouts on MN 220 N included: safety and mobility benefits, detailed design 

considerations, accommodations for coach buses, oversize agricultural equipment and heavy truck movements, 

clear zones, and truck travel time considerations. Alternatives also included other treatments such as pedestrian 

sidewalk, improved bicycle mobility and enhanced transit connections.  As a result, the following four types of 

improvement alternatives were identified to address four primary objectives of the study: 

 

 Improve access control 

 Improve safety 

 Improve mobility/capacity; and 

 Improve pedestrian crossings of MN 220 N 
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ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT: 
 

The proposed alternatives were selected based on: Benefit/Cost Analysis; Estimated Safety Benefits; Traffic 

Operation Analysis, Comparative Evaluation of Metrics; and Assessment of Public and Stakeholder 

Engagement participation and supported by results of the technical analysis and evaluation. The proposed 

alternatives are sustained by an implementation plan. Its objective is to assist with the identification of key 

infrastructure improvements and prioritization timeline to address needs within the study area. All 

improvements identified will be further evaluated during the design development phase and are subject to 

further environmental analysis and design requirements. 

 

The proposed alternatives strive to improve following deficiencies in the corridor: 

 Access/Traffic Control Device Considerations 

 Access Management 

 Traffic Signal  

 Pedestrian Improvement Strategies 

 

To address the critical needs of the corridor, an Implementation Plan has been developed to prioritize the 

recommendations over near term (within 5 years), mid-term (2025 to 2034) and long term (2035-2045+) 

horizons.  

 
Near Term Improvements (2019-2024) include:  
a) Improve Pedestrian Crosswalk at MN 220 N at 17

th
 St. NW Estimated Total Cost: $71,600  

Anticipated Funding Source: 100% MNDOT 
Mid Term Improvements (2025-2034) include:  
b) Traffic Signal Replacement and Design/Operation Improvements at MN 220 N at 14

th
 St, NW 

Estimated Total Cost: $ 519,088 

Anticipated Funding Sources: 50% State/50% City 

c) Intersection Control & Geometric Improvements at MN 220 N at U.S. 2  

Estimated Total Cost:  $ 6,021,417 

Anticipated Funding Sources: 90% State/10% City (City is responsible for 25% of Signal and street 

improvements on Demers Ave)  
Long Term Improvements (2035-2045+) 
d) Intersection Control  Improvements on MN 220 N at 17

th
 St. NW. Estimated Total Cost: $ 6,340,700 

Anticipated Funding Sources: 80% State/20% City (City is responsible for improvements on the local 

streets approaching the circle) 

 

To support the implementation plan, MnDOT, Polk County, the City of East Grand Forks and the GF-EGF MPO 

will seek support from available funding sources. Resulting level of financial participation could be in part be 

determined by source of funding. The City of East Grand Forks and Polk County will be responsible for cost 

participation split equal to the number of approach legs of roadway ownership. It is anticipated that several of 

the projects may require additional local resources to advance projects or to construct within the timeframe 

identified in the MN 220 N Corridor Study 

 

Due to the regional significance of the recommended alternatives, the next step in the implementation plan is for 

the MPO to consider amending the 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan so that these projects can be included 

in the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP).  

 

SUPPORT MATERIALS: 

 

More information on the MN 220 N Corridor Study can be found at: 

 Final Report  

https://theforksmpo.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/mn-220-n-corridor-study_final_062819-1.pdf 

 Presentation at Working Session EGF City Council 
https://theforksmpo.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/mn220noegf-workshop_implementation-plan_062519-1.pdf 

https://theforksmpo.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/mn-220-n-corridor-study_final_062819-1.pdf
https://theforksmpo.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/mn220noegf-workshop_implementation-plan_062519-1.pdf

