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RECOMMENDED ACTION: Matter of Approving the Public Participation Plan documents.

Matter of Approval of the Public Participation Plan documents.
Background: The Forks MPO has a Public Participation Plan (PPP). This Plan is comprised of several
documents that individually address specific populations yet collectively work together as the entire PPP.
The documents are:
• Public Participation Plan
• Environmental Justice Manual (EJ)
• Limited English Proficiency (LEP)
• Private Sector Participation Plan
• Civil Rights (Title VI)
• American with Disabilities Act (ADA)
The local transit operators also rely on the Forks MPO PPP as their respective public participation plans.
Throughout the later months of 2019, the MPO promulgated updates of the family of documents.
Beginning in January, 2020, the MPO formally announced the 45 day period to review and comment
upon the updates. The closing date was February 18th.
NDDOT requested an appendix be done to document the public engagement activities towards this 45
day comment period. Attached is the appendix that was created. Only MnDOT provided formal
comments. Most were editorial in nature and were readily incorporated. Two specific comments needed
additional response. First, MnDOT asked how the recent FHWA-MN TIP public engagement review
was incorporated into the PPP. The response is that it is specific to the TIP and is being reflected into he
TIP Procedural Manual. Second, the draft PPP reference just the ND side when documenting open
records information. The response, after exchanging ideas with state dots, was to drop the specific
reference on ND. This was done since the open records laws are mainly consistent between the two
states. So neither state needed to be specified.
ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS OF FACT:
•
•

State/Federal Partners did encourage us to update our Public Participation Plan documents.
The FY2019-2020 Work Program identified a work activity to complete the update.

•
•
•
•
•

As noted, there are several documents that comprise the overall Public Participation Plan.
American Community Survey data is being updated from 2008-2012 to 2013-2017.
MPO gave preliminary approval of documents individually.
NDDOT has audited the Forks MPO Title VI and ADA recently, so not as much work is necessary
on those documents. However, NDDOT recently updated their Title VI which has resulted in the need
to update ours.
The formal 45 day public comment period began Jan 35d and ended Feb 18th.

SUPPORT MATERIALS:
•
•

Draft Appendix A documenting the public engagement.
https://theforksmpo.com/public-participation-plan-ppp-family-of-documents-2/

APPENDIX A.
Public Participation for this Update

This appendix documents the various notifications that was provided to the public about the updating of this
Public Participation Plan. The initial notification was made in the discussions and approval of the 2019-2020
Unified Planning Work Program. The specific activity of updating the Public Participation Plan was listed as
an activity to be completed by the MPO. The adoption of the Work Program involved two meetings of the
MPO bodies: The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and the MPO Executive Board. Further, the Work
Program was posted on the MPO’s webpage after it was adopted; this was done in late 2018. The Work
Program remains posted on the webpage.
There are several documents that make-up the total public participation plan. The approach the MPO staff
took was to allow focus discussion on one or two documents at any one month set of TAC and Board
meetings. Beginning in October of 2019, the MPO began publishing drafts of documents that comprise the
family of Public Participation Plans. The first of these was the MPO’s Environmental Justice Manual. Both
the TAC and the Board reviewed these at their respective meetings, both of which were notified to the
public prior to the meetings with the draft document available on our webpage. Each month since, another
component of the family of public participation plans were discussed with prior notification as stated above.
The Environmental Justice was approved. In November, it was the Limited English Proficiency Plan and the
Private Sector Policy. Also in November, the initial draft update of the Public Participation Plan was
discussed at TAC and Board meetings.
In December, the TAC and Board gave approval to present the updated family of public participation plan
documents to the public for review and comment. Due to the end of the year activities, the MPO chose to
fully engage the public via the required 45 day notice that the family of public participation plans were
available for comment. The following pages displays the notifications done via various means. As shown,
there were several times the MPO informed the public about the opportunity to provide feedback. The
email method resulted in the highest level of engagement, as shown by the spike in views of the webpage
containing the information. The day the email was released was the day the website had the highest
number of views.
The only formal comments we received where from MnDOT. Their comments were editorial in effect and
were readily incorporated into the document.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Grand Forks - East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) seeks comments on
its draft Public Participation Plan (PPP) and subsidiary documents. The public, particularly special
and private sector transportation providers, are encouraged to comment.
The PPP out for public comment is an update to the existing MPO’s PPP. The family of documents
that make up the entire MPO’s public participation process include the Plan, the TITLE VI/ADA
Policy, the Environmental Justice Manual, the Limited English Proficiency Plan, and the Private
Sector Participation Policy. A printed copy of the proposed updates to the PPP is available for
review and comment weekdays between 8 AM and 5 PM at the MPO Offices in Grand Forks City
Hall and East Grand Forks City Hall. Online copies of the proposed updates are available to review
and download at the MPO’s website: www.theforksmpo.org Comments on the PPP can be
submitted to either MPO Office until noon on February 18th.
For further information, contact Mr. Earl Haugen at 701/746/2660. The GF-EGFMPO will make
every reasonable accommodation to provide an accessible meeting facility for all persons.
Appropriate provisions for the hearing and visually challenged or persons with limited English
Proficiency (LEP) will be made if the meeting conductors are notified 5 days prior to the closing
date, if possible. To request language interpretation, an auxiliary aid or service (i.e., sign language
interpreter, accessible parking, or materials in alternative format) contact Earl Haugen of GFEGFMPO at 701-746-2660. TTY users may use Relay North Dakota 711 or 1-800-366-6888. For
additional information email: info@theforksmpo.org
Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer
disk for people with disabilities or with LEP by Earl Haugen of GF-EGFMPO at 701-746-2660. TTY
users may use Relay North Dakota 711 or 1-800-366-6888.

